
MAYFLOWER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

A SERVICE OF MORNING WORSHIP
Sunday, September 27, 2026, 10:30 a.m.

Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Welcome and Greeting - Pastor Mark

Prelude:  "Melodié" (Victor L. Gumma) - Mayflower Ringers/Barb

Words of Invitation - Jenn

Hymn 253:  "We Limit Not the Truth of God" - DeeAnn et al.

Gathering Prayer - Jenn

Anthem:  "How Firm a Foundation" (Early American Hymn, arr. John Rutter) - Barb/DeeAnn/Choir
(The congregation joins on verses 1 and 5 when cued by Barb)

1) How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!  What more can he
say than to he hath said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?  5) "The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose, I will not, I will not desert to his foes; that soul, though all hell should

endeavor to shake, I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake."

Giving and Receiving of Our Gifts - Pastor Mark
Doxology (Hymn 563) - DeeAnn et al.

Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer (using debts and debtors) - Pastor Mark

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 21:23-32 - Lorraine
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching,
and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?’  Jesus said to them,
‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these
things.  Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?’  And they argued with one
another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?”  But if we say, “Of
human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.’  So they answered Jesus, ‘We do
not know.’  And he said to them,  ‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things.  ‘What do you
think?  A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.”  He
answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went.  The father went to the second and said the
same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go.  Which of the two did the will of his father?’  They said,
‘The first.’  Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom
of God ahead of you.  For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the
tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and
believe him.

Sermon:  "WHEN TRUTH CHALLENGES US" - Pastor Mark

Hymn 234:  "Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me" - DeeAnn et al.

Benediction - Pastor Mark

Benediction Response 581:  "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" (Peter C. Lutkin) - DeeAnn et al.
The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord lift his countenance upon you, and give you peace, and give you
peace; the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you, be gracious, The Lord be gracious,
gracious unto you.  Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen, Amen.

Greet One Another - All

Participants:  Pastor Mark and DeeAnn McCormick, Barbara Fuller,
Jenn Hall, Lorraine Finison, Mayflower Ringers, Chancel Choir














